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overseas into the United States of America. It has been calcu-
lated that, in addition to the 498 millions living in Europe,
there were in 1929 164 million persons of unmixed European
stock living outside Europe. Of these 164 millions, about no
were found in North America, 30 in South America, 3 in Africa,
13 in Asia, and 7 in Oceania. The coming cessation of increase
of population in Europe will no doubt mean that the European
settlements overseas will be little reinforced by migrants in
future. If they are to continue to grow in numbers, it must be
through their own natural increase without help from elsewhere.

THEORIES OF POPULATION1

(l)   CLASSICAL

rrniHE Greeks were much concerned with the problem of
JL population, as is evident from their literature and their
legislation. Their interest was not religious or moral; it was not
economic unless that term is used in so wide a sense that it loses
its particular significance. The Greeks were interested in the
social aspects of the population problem; they desired social
stability above all else. They proposed to achieve their ends
through state control; and among other things population was
to be brought under regulation. The social harmony which
they sought was thought to be menaced by uncontrolled breed-
ing; it seems that the swarming millions of Asia appeared to
them as a monstrous and morbid overgrowth. The dominating
thought is that numbers must be limited and kept stable in the
interests of social order and harmony; the only approach to any
economic interest is the recognition, which sometimes makes
itself apparent, that riches are not indefinitely extensible. On
the other hand, while certain very important aspects of the
whole matter were left out of account, the interest of the Greeks
was not narrow; they were concerned, not only with numerical
problems, but also with qualitative problems. For them it was

1 The chief authorities are: G. E. Stangeland, Pre-Malthusian Doctrines of Popula-
tion, Studies in History, Economics and Public Law, Columbia University, vol.
xxi, 1904; R. Gonnard, Histoire des Doctrines de la Population, 1923.